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OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH DESIGNATES HIGH LEVEL 
EBOLA TREATMENT FACILITY 
Announcement Is Joint Effort with the Oklahoma Hospital Association 
  
October 31, 2014 - Commissioner of Health Dr. Terry Cline has announced that a specialized 
unit is being developed for any confirmed patients with Ebola Virus Disease in Oklahoma. The 
unit will be operated by OU Medical Center. The decision came as a result of a collaborative 
planning effort with the Oklahoma State Department of Health (OSDH), the Oklahoma Hospital 
Association (OHA), OU Medical Center management and metropolitan hospitals in Oklahoma 
City and Tulsa. 
 
Oklahoma’s designated patient care unit will be located in a decommissioned hospital building 
on the Oklahoma Health Center campus. The building is separate from existing patient care 
facilities, and there will be no other clinical operations in the building. The unit will contain 
adjacent isolation and biohazard areas along with laboratory space in a negative airflow 
environment so that Ebola or other infectious disease patients can be safely isolated and 
treated. The isolated unit will be staffed by a specially trained infectious disease response team 
in order to allow OU Medical Center to continue to care for patients needing critical services 
such as Level One trauma care, cancer care, pediatric treatment and all other specialties they 
are relied upon to provide. The hospital is assembling an all-volunteer readiness team to staff 
the unit Construction of the unit will take three to four weeks. 
 
“We are proud of OU Medical Center’s willingness to serve as a Center of Excellence,” said Dr. 
Cline. “While our Oklahoma hospitals have each been preparing for weeks and are capable of 
treating an Ebola patient, this collaborative effort with OU Medical Center taking the lead will 
better prepare our state and healthcare system should the need arise.” 
 
New guidelines for monitoring of returning passengers from Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone 
and the hospitalization of a patient in Tulsa County who is identified as a low risk for Ebola, 
have highlighted the importance of next level preparedness.  
  
“It may never be necessary to call this facility into action, but if needed OU Medical Center 
stands ready meet the needs of our state,” Dr. Cline said. 
 
Governor Mary Fallin praised the collaborative effort to protect Oklahoma citizens. 

 
“The state of Oklahoma is working overtime with medical providers and hospitals to ensure we 
are doing everything we can to prepare for any potential outbreak of Ebola,” said Fallin. 
“Designating an area of OU Medical Center as a high level treatment center will add an extra 
layer of preparation in the event that an Oklahoman does get sick with the Ebola Virus.  My 
thanks go out to our medical professionals for working diligently to ensure that any future 
outbreak can be successfully contained and treated.”   
 

 



 
 

 

“All Oklahoma hospitals remain on alert and are prepared to provide an initial screening of 
suspected Ebola cases and, if criteria warrant, quickly isolate and provide interim care while 
testing is completed,” OHA President Craig W. Jones said.” We will continue to work with state 
health officials on a more long-term approach to providing bio-containment resources needed to 
treat these and similar patients in the future.” 
 
 “As the state’s premier educational and research hospital, OU Medicine’s mission is to lead 
health care. We are proud that our team of health care professionals has been entrusted with 
this mission, and we stand ready to provide the best care possible to help ensure the safety and 
well-being of our community and staff,” said Chuck Spicer, president and CEO of OU Medical 
System.  

For more information on Oklahoma’s Ebola preparedness, please visit http://ebola.health.ok.gov 
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